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Dear Veterans:

With the approach of Veterans Day, we must remember the sacrifices made by those

who fought to preserve our freedom.  I believe that our respect and appreciation should extend

beyond November 11, as part of our continuing efforts to improve veterans� lives.  Throughout

our nation�s history, our veterans have sacrificed much to build and defend our democracy.

We have a responsibility to our veterans.  At a time when our economy is the

strongest in decades and the federal government is experiencing budget surpluses, it is

incomprehensible to me that some in Congress would want to reduce benefits to our

veterans -- but some do.

For instance, the Veterans Affairs (VA) health care system is in crisis.  In Orange

County we are facing a major VA reduction in force as well as a loss of funding that

threatens the very survival of our veterans health care system.

This Congress, I have been fighting to protect and increase funding for VA health

care.  As a result, VA health care was given an additional $1.7 billion. However, even this

falls short of the Veterans Independent Budget recommendation of an additional $3 billion.

I believe we must honor our commitment to our nation�s veterans.  I will continue to fight

to ensure that we can adequately care for those who served our country.

Included in this newsletter you will find information about efforts to protect Old

Glory, certificates honoring our Cold War veterans and how to place orders for flags.

Please feel free to contact me if you have additional questions.  Listening to and serving my

constituents is my highest priority.

Sincerely,



NEED TO ORDER A FLAG?
Many people contact my office wanting to

know how to order a U.S. flag that has flown over
the United States Capitol.

Flags can be flown for special occasions or
for an individual by completing a flag request form.
To obtain a flag, please send a flag request form to
my Washington, D.C. office, along with the
appropriate fee.  You can obtain a copy of the form
from either of my offices or on my Internet page at
http://www.house.gov/sanchez. After the flag is
flown, it will be mailed directly to you.

If you have any other questions, please
contact my Garden Grove office at 714-621-0102.

PROTECTING  OLD GLORY
Once again, efforts are underway to protect

�Old Glory.�  As in the past,  Congresswoman Sanchez
supports a measure amending the United States�
Constitution to prohibit flag desecration.

On June 24, 1999, the House of Representatives
passed the proposal by an overwhelming vote of
305-124.  The amendment is awaiting further action in
the Senate.

 A two-thirds majority is needed in both houses
of Congress in order to send the measure to the states
for ratification. This requirement was easily met in the
House. Sixty-seven votes will be needed in the Senate
for passage.

OLD GLORY

On August 7, 1999, Congresswoman
Loretta Sanchez sponsored a Veterans Fair to
increase awareness of veterans� benefits and
programs in Orange County.  Representatives from
the VA Long Beach Health Care System and the
Orange County Veterans Services Office were on
hand to assist area veterans.

�It is our responsibility to honor the
commitments this nation has made to our veterans
and provide our brave men and women with the
benefits they deserve,� said Sanchez. �We cannot
look to the future without remembering who fought
to move this great nation forward.�

O.C. VETERANS
HEALTH CARE EVENT

Loretta talks with Jim Hitt about
protecting the American flag.

�To care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow and for his orphan...�
                                                                                       -- Abraham Lincoln



VA INSURANCE HOAX
RESURFACES ON THE INTERNET

A hoax that dates back over 30 years has
found new life on the Internet and is causing
confusion for thousands of veterans. The message,
which is often spread via e-mail, claims that
Congress has recently passed a bill which entitles
veterans and service persons to a dividend based
on their prior years of service.

The hoax has its origins in a special dividend
that the Veterans Administration paid to World War
II veterans with a National Service Life Insurance
policy. In 1950, over $2.7 billion was paid to 16
million veterans with the policy under the �1948
special dividend.� The  erroneous e-mail claims that
veterans need only to apply for the benefit in order

to receive it.
Unfortunately, Congress passed a law in

1970 that prohibited payment of any special
dividend declared prior to 1952 unless the
application was received before 1954. There has
been no legislation since 1970 altering that law.

This program does continue to this day;
however, dividends are only paid to those veterans
who kept their NSLI policies in force. They do not
need to �apply� to receive these benefits; they are
paid automatically every year.

If you have any questions about your policy,
please contact the VA Insurance Center  by dialing,
toll-free, 1-800-669-8477.

Eighteen to 22 million former and current
service members are now eligible to apply for a
certificate recognizing their service during the
Cold War. Military or civilian service personnel
who served the United States between September
2, 1945, and December 26, 1991, may apply.

�Our society has been blessed with many
leaders who learned the values of leadership -
responsibility, accountability and loyalty - while
wearing the uniform of their country.   Without
their dedication to duty, we would not enjoy the
many freedoms a fortunate America has to offer,�
said Sanchez.  �It is our responsibility to honor
these brave men and women for their service,�
she added.

Interested individuals may contact the
Congresswoman�s  Garden Grove office at

714-621-0102 for assistance or may  request the
forms on the http://coldwar.army.mil web page.

Loretta speaks at the �Walk of Honor� about Veterans
health care and other legislation.

HONORING OUR
COLD WAR VETERANS
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On September 21, 1999, the U.S. House of

Representatives took a step towards meeting the health

care needs of veterans in the 21st Century. H.R. 2116,

�The Veterans� Millennium Health Care Act,� passed

by a vote of 369-46.

�I proudly voted in favor of H.R. 2116,�

Sanchez said.  �As veterans� needs change, the VA must

learn to respond appropriately to the new challenges

veterans� health care presents. This comprehensive bill

contains an important new policy direction for the

Department in the area of long-term care, and it would

Veterans� Millennium
Health Care Act

During her trip to Viet Nam in March,
Congresswoman Sanchez was able to secure information
about U.S. servicemen who remain unaccounted for
from the Viet Nam war.

�We need to remain committed to our missing
service personnel,� said Sanchez. �Investigating live-
sighting reports must be considered a high priority and
resources must be dedicated to find any Americans who
may still be held captive.�

Important Contact Information

Department of Veterans Affairs
Telephone: 1-800-827-1000

Anaheim Vet Center: 714-776-0161
World Wide Web: http://www.va.gov

Social Security Administration
Telephone: 1-800-772-1213
WWW: http://www.ssa.gov

Access America for Seniors
WWW: http://www.seniors.gov

Veterans Affairs Services
Telephone: 1-888-827-3001

Sanchez Secures
Release of POW/MIA

Information

authorize better access to healthcare for hundreds of

thousands of veterans.�

In addition, this legislation will reform long-

term care by requiring the Veterans Administration to

maintain its long-term care program and increase home,

community-based and respite care. Furthermore, this bill

encourages the VA to develop a policy that will give

more veterans an opportunity to access alternative

treatments like chiropractic care.

�As we look toward the beginning of a new

century, let us remember those who sacrificed for our

freedom and count the passing of this bill as a victory

for both veterans and our ideals,� Sanchez concluded.


